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What would the warrior woman do?
The Land Has Eyes

Directed by Vilsoni Hereniko

Produced by Jeannette Paulson

Distributed by Te Maka Productions

Showing at the

Hollywood Theatre

4122 N.E. Sandy Blvd., Portland

April 15 through 21

By Josephine Bridges

The Asian Reporter

T
he Land Has Eyes begins with the

words, “Once upon a time …” and

the tale of the arrival on Rotuma,

300 miles north of Fiji, of the island’s first

resident, a woman abandoned there by her

seven brothers. The assertion that the

brothers, particularly the eldest, ‘cannot

be trusted’ is one of the great

understatements of all time. Their sister,

who becomes known as the warrior

woman, is a force to reckon with, and she

adapts to, her lonely and then no longer

lonely life on the island. It is her vow that

“future generations of Rotuma women will

carry her mana [life force] and her spirit.”

As this prologue ends we meet Viki, one

of the warrior woman’s descendents,

whose father Hapati is telling her the

story. It is one of their last serene moments

together before Hapati’s neighbor, who

wants his land, accuses Viki’s father of

stealing coconuts. When she learns about

the neighbor’s allegation, Viki asks first,

“What are we going to do?” displaying a

responsibility to family that contrasts with

the way the seven brothers dumped their

sister like so much garbage, and then, “If

this were warrior woman, what would she

do?”

When Poto, the court translator — who

is not just an unethical interpreter, but

evil personified — mistranslates Hapati’s

testimony, a verdict of guilty leads first to

tragedy but then to triumph, as her

warrior woman ancestor inspires Viki to

clear her father’s name.

Sapeta Sokag‘aitu Taito makes her

debut performance here as Viki, and what

a performance it is. The young woman’s

scowl could freeze blood, and the way she

swings a machete commands respect, if not

dread. The Land Has Eyes also has the

distinction of being the first feature film

set on and directed by a native of Fiji.

Given the simplicity of the plot, it’s the

details that bring this film to life. The

Rotuman saying, “The land has eyes and

teeth and knows the truth,” is repeated

again and again. Viki, the warrior woman,

and one of the island grandmothers are

linked by the repetition of the red feathers

they all incorporate into their

headdresses. The film is drenched in

colors: so many greens of enormous leaves,

baskets woven from these leaves, and

globular fruits; yellow flower petals from

Viki’s garden; and blues of the vast ocean

and sky that stretch beyond the island. A

birth, a wedding, and a funeral all take

place in the film, reminding us that

ordinary life goes on, though the rituals

may differ from one country to another.

The vocal and instrumental music that

accompanies The Land Has Eyes is

absolutely perfect.

But not all the details are delightful.

There’s also a leak in Viki’s family’s roof, a

church service in which everybody’s

monetary contribution is read aloud, and a

class where students learn English by

copying platitudes like, “Only the hard

workers deserve success.”

As a portrait of both a family coming to

grips with personal injustice, and a culture

moving out of colonialism and into

independence, The Land Has Eyes is a

strong film set in an extraordinary locale.

In what feels like a purification ritual, the

film ends with Viki’s brother carrying her

to the boat that will take her to the land of

opportunity. It’s easy to imagine the

warrior woman, whose brothers uncere-

moniously discarded her on those very

shores at the film’s beginning, looking out

from behind a coconut palm and wishing

her protégé well.

For information, including show times,

call (503) 281-4215 or visit <www.

hollywoodtheatre.org>.

The Asian Reporter Foundation’s

Seventh Annual Scholarship

& Awards Banquet

will be held Saturday, April 30

at Portland’s Legin Restaurant.

For information, call (503) 283-0595 or

e-mail <ARFoundation@asianreporter.com>.

FLEET MANAGER
#425FIN

Purchasing Division
Department Finance

$4,216 - $5,692 Monthly

The Fleet Management Division within the
Department of Finance has a vacancy for Fleet
Manager, which manages the specification,
deployment, maintenance and repair of County
motor vehicles and construction equipment,
including Sheriff patrol cars, pickups, vans and other
light and medium duty vehicles. The Fleet Manager is
responsible for planning, coordinating, evaluating
and administering all services provided by the
division, including fleet budget development and
control, inventory management, disposition of used
vehicles and fleet maintenance and repair programs
and for overall supervision of personnel in shop and
inventory operations.

COUNTY EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION

REQUIRED. Application materials available at
Clackamas County Personnel, Public Services
Building, 2051 Kaen Road, 3rd Floor, Oregon City,
OR 97045, (503) 655-8459 or <www.co.clackamas.
or.us>. Closing date: May 4, 2005, 5:00 PM.

EO Employer

ADMISSIONS ADVISORS
Office of Admissions

Oregon State University (OSU)

Two positions available. Requires: Bachelor’s
degree in a relevant discipline and one to two years of
professional, volunteer or student exp, including
planning, public speaking, and public contact; valid
driver’s license; working knowledge of word
processing, email, web/internet, spreadsheets;
ability to lift 30 pounds or more; ability to travel and
work irregular hours including nights and weekends
for a minimum of 17 wks per year. Prefer: knowledge
of Microsoft PowerPoint and Publisher, and Banner
information systems; demonstrable commitment to
promoting and enhancing diversity; second
language skills. For full consideration send cover
letter, résumé, and names and contact information for
3 current professional references by Monday,
05/03/05 to the Office of Admissions, Admissions
Counselor Search Committee, 104 Kerr Admin Bldg,
Corvallis, OR 97331-2106. For complete announce-
ment see <http://oregonstate.edu/jobs>.

OSU is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity

Employer and has a policy of being

responsive to dual-career needs.

CITY PLANNER II -

URBAN DESIGN
(#05 - 054)

Monthly Salary Range: $4,134 to $4,775

The City of Portland, Oregon’s Planning Bureau
invites urban designers to apply for a level II opening
in its Urban Design Group. The position requires
interdisciplinary skills with both hand and computer
design expertise and a creative mind. Help make a
beautiful city even better! More detailed information
can be found at: <www.ci.portland.or.us/jobs/
05-054/job05-054.pdf>.
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WARRIOR WOMAN. The Land Has Eyes has the distinction of being the first feature film set on and

directed by a native of Fiji. Above is Viki, inspired by the Warrior Woman. (Photos courtesy of Te Maka

Productions)

Oregon Department of Energy offers gasoline-saving tips
Continued from page one

Each mile per hour you drive over

60 mph is like paying an extra 10

cents per gallon, according to

USDOE.

� Pack lightly when traveling

and avoid carrying items on your

vehicle’s roof. An extra 100

pounds in the trunk cuts a typical

car’s fuel economy one to two

percent.

� Avoid idling your engine

longer than one minute. Walk

into the bank or fast-food outlet

rather than driving through.

What do I do to my car
before I drive?

�Keep your car properly tuned

up to improve gas mileage by

about four percent.

� Improve mileage by up to 40

percent by replacing a faulty

oxygen sensor.

� Keep tires properly inflated

to improve your gas mileage by

more than three percent. This

also extends the life and ensures

the safety of your tires.

� Use the manufacturer’s

recommended grade of motor oil

to improve your gas mileage by

another one to two percent. Select

motor oil with “Energy

Conserving” on the API perfor-

mance symbol to be sure it con-

tains friction-reducing additives.

� Check and replace air filters

regularly. Replacing a clogged or

dirty air filter can improve your

car’s gas mileage by as much as

10 percent, and a clean filter

keeps impurities from damaging

the inside of your engine.

� Remove ski racks when not

in use. Roof racks increase a

vehicle’s aerodynamic drag and

reduce mileage.

What should I choose to drive?

� The Oregon Department of

Energy offers tax credits on

hybrid and alternative-fuel

vehicles. To learn more, visit

<www.oregon.gov/energy> or call

1-800-221-8035.

� When buying a new vehicle,

think high gas mileage. Visit the

DOE website at <www.fuel

economy.gov> and the American

Council for an Energy-Efficient

Economy website at <www.green

ercars.com> for information on

fuel-efficient vehicles.

� Learn about electric-drive

vehicles on the Electric Drive

Transportation Association

website at <www.electricdrive.

org>.

�When renting a car, ask for a

model that gets better fuel

economy. Fill up the tank before

returning the car to the rental

company to avoid their higher gas

prices.

Where do I get more ideas?

� Find additional tips for

saving fuel and money from the

American Automobile Associa-

tion at <www.aaanewsroom.net/

Files/gaswatch02.pdf>.




